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A spate of ethical failures by accounting professionals in the
business world have led to calls within the accounting education
literature for an even greater emphasis to be placed on ethics
education for accounting students (Albrecht et al., 2006; Leung
and Cooper, 2005; Molyneaux, 2004). This paper reviews some
of the current approaches to teaching ethics to undergraduate
accounting students and reflects on them from a critical
perspective. Within the paper it is recognised that as the
dominant language of business, accounting as a discipline has
played a significant role in creating and sustaining the social
construction represented by the current dominance of economic
rationalism (Boyce 2004; Guthrie 1999). Whilst the conflicts and
contradictions that exist within the discipline of accounting and
emanate from its practice are widely recognised within the extant
accounting research literature (Boyce 2004), accounting
educators have allowed themselves to be constrained by narrow
disciplinary boundaries and critique of the discipline within the
curriculum has been limited. There has been little attempt to
develop critical analysis skills by encouraging students to reflect
on the social and political context within which accounting
operates.

Finally, the paper adopts a critical approach to propose an ethical
teaching model which aims to transform the ethical development
and understanding of undergraduate accounting students.

The paper represents one part of a larger study by the
researchers which mapped the development of graduate skills
and attributes, including ethical understanding, within the three
year accounting degree structure at Charles Sturt University.
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